
 

February 2017 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Over the next few weeks, your son will engage in the course selection process for the 2017-2018 school 
year.  This process involves reviewing progress towards the graduation requirements, becoming 
informed about curricular offerings, and meeting with his teachers and academic advisor.  On Tuesday, 
February 14, this process begins when students receive course selection information during an advising 
homeroom period.  In the subsequent days, teachers and advisors in all academic areas will review 
course information with your son.   
 
Parents play a significant role in this process.  I invite you to initiate a conversation with your son as he 
begins course selection.  The Course Description book posted under the Academics tab lists important 
information including graduation requirements, the course change/withdrawal policy, and descriptions 
for every course offered at Marquette High.  (Please find this document attached to this message also.) 
 
MUHS encourages students to make course selections that are rigorous but that they are also able to 
balance with other curricular, co-curricular, and outside of school commitments.  AP and Accelerated 
courses have a heavier workload than most other courses in the same discipline and may include pre-
requisites which are noted in the Course Description book.  Please know that all students enrolled in AP 
courses must take the national exam in that subject in the spring at an additional approximate cost of $95 
per exam. 
 
Your son will receive a four-year planning grid from his advisor which he may use to map out his 
courses over multiple years.  He may have a copy of this from a prior year.  The intent of this planning 
grid is to help him make decisions about course selections as he proceeds through Marquette High.  
Classroom teachers and advisors may use this grid to assist in making recommendations on course 
selections as well.   
 
This year, course selection will require students to submit their requests online.  Instructions for this 
process will be distributed to your son and are available on the MUHS website.  Deadlines for this 
process are also posted there and are attached.  As his parent, you will need to sign a copy of his 
completed course selection which he will then submit to his advisor on Tuesday, March 7th.  It is very 
important that both you and your son understand that these signatures indicate a commitment to 
complete the requested classes.  Changes will only be considered according to guidelines in the 
Student/Parent Handbook.   
 
Please know that it is our desire to continue to assist your son in discerning the courses that reflect his 
interests and his academic goals.  Feel free to contact your son’s academic advisor or call my office 
should you have any questions or concerns.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Ms. Fran Maloney 
Assistant Principal for Academics 



 

Course Selection Timeline 
 

Completing the course selection process indicates that students and parents commit to the courses they choose, 
including alternate courses.   

Feb. 14 – Feb 24 Careful deliberation and conversations regarding courses  
• Teachers will discuss options for next year with their classes as well as 

individual students identifying the appropriate level of courses to take. 
o AP and Accelerated courses move at a faster pace and require more 

independent work than other courses.    
o Students should expect to have 2 – 3 hours of homework a night.   

• Students will discuss their desired course selections with their parents and 
advisors, seeking balance in their school and co-curricular commitments.   

• Students should use the top of the Course Selection Worksheet to record the co-
curricular and outside-of-school commitments they anticipate having for next 
year.   

• Students and parents should consult the Course Description Book when 
selecting courses (Students receive this in the Advising session; it is also 
available on the MUHS webpage).  

• The following questions have been recommended for parents to discuss with 
their son(s) by Dr. Brian Fidlin, a clinical psychologist from the Milwaukee area:  

o How would I rate my son’s ability to manage stress?  
o What stress management tools do we have in place already? How much do 

we know about stress and how to manage it? (Completely eliminating stress 
is not desirable nor realistic.)  

o How much does my son have on his plate? How much will he have on his 
plate when school is in session?  

o What are signs my son displays when he is stressed v. non-stressed, 
overwhelmed v. not overwhelmed? How quickly can he adjust to the stress 
he experiences and manage it?  

o At what level of stress do I want my son functioning? What if that means 
turning opportunities down—is he/are we prepared to eliminate activities to 
better manage stress and improve overall health (both mental health and 
physical health)?   

Feb 20 - 24 During homeroom one day this week, students will view the short video of instructions for 
online student course selection through PowerSchool.  Instructions will also be available 
online. 

Feb. 27 – March 6 Online Course Selection is open for students 
• Students log into PowerSchool and complete their online course selection at 

any time this week from any computer with an internet connection.  Classes are 
not scheduled on a first-come, first-served basis, so students should log-in 
when it fits their schedules during the week.   

• There will be time set aside in the computer labs and library to assist students 
with this process.   

• Students must PRINT a copy of their completed selections  
• Parents must SIGN a copy of the printout 
•  

March 7 (Activity 
Period) 

Signed PowerSchool Printouts submitted to advisors during the Activity Period. 
• Advisors may also collect the course selection worksheet and keep for their 

records.   
Course selection is only complete when a parent and advisor signature is present on the 

printout from PowerSchool. 
Mid- to late-July Finalized schedules will be available. 

 


